An inquest was held at Birmingham on a 48-year-old man who had died from barbitone poisoning, due to an error on the part of the chemist, who had affixed the wrong label to the box. A verdict of accidental death was recorded.
The doctor'said that he prescribed 36$ gm. tablets of M&B 760, four to be taken at once and two every four hours afterwards, and 24 barbitone tablets, to be taken two each evening to assist sleep. He found that the directions on the boxes had been transposed, and it appeared that the chemist had labelled the boxes wrongly. The wife had been inadvertently giving her husband the barbitone tablets instead of the M&B, and in all he had had sixteen tablets of barbitone.
The Coroner said it was quite clear that Holloway had made a mistake, and he admitted it. There was a human element in everything, and there was no gross or culpable negligence on Holloway's part, or any intention of doing anyone any harm. He was doing his best to do his job, but he had made a fatal mistake. The system he had used was not foolproof, and it seemed that in dealing with dangerous drugs they should be dealt with separately. As far as the court was concerned there was no suggestion of criminal negligence.
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